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All You Can Ever Know
Introduction
Nicole Chung's memoir is a book that tries to trace the origin of the author. Knowledge of our birth has a significant role in informing us where we come from and who we are in our world. The origin stories affect our ideal sense of self and in no small extent impacts the purpose and direction we have in life. Stories we have about ourselves helps us to connect with generations that existed before us and also the ages that are yet to come. Therefore in this book All you can never know by Chung the primary concern of the book is the negative impact of the adoption that was experienced by the Chung' such as negligence, deficient, loneliness and the racism
[bookmark: _GoBack]The lack of an origin story and the absence of personal history is the driving force all through the memoir, All You Can Ever Know. Nicole Chung had been adopted as a baby by American parents who lived in Oregon town. Chung writes that everything she knew about her life began the day she was taken. She adds that it was as if she had sprung into being as the five pound and chubby-cheeked two-month-old her parents had picked up at the hospital (Barth, 2017)
Whenever Chung asked her mother about the whereabouts of her birth parents, she was always given a simple answer that her birth parents had just moved in the United States from North Korea and thought they were not in a position to provide her with the life that Chung deserved. The story gets its title from a statement inside the text, which was issued by Chung’s foster parent that, “maybe all you can ever know…” The phrase hints of what can be taken to be true or false from an origin story are also at the same time evokes a sense of loss and being incomplete. These are the feelings that characterized much of Nicole Chung upbringing in the midst of white, Oregonians during the eighties and nineties.
The parents that raised Chung had the belief that she was a gift from God. Her parents took Chung to an all-white school, where she encountered racism head-on. 
Negative Impacts of Adoption
Nicole Chung learns the hard way the family lore which her parents passed down to her concerning her adoption, she also learns to quash doubts that do arise from time to time which sometimes makes her question the narratives relayed to her. 
Amid these circumstances, Nicole is not fully able to shake off the questions about her adoption and life. For instance, the narrator states that while she did not often question aloud the foundational myths she'd be given, she was always alert of any clues that might lead to filling the gaps between facts and guesses. There are multiple points in the book when she toys with the idea of actually getting in touch with her birth family. In at least two occasions when she gets information, she never goes the whole hog. Of particularity is when she comes to know that her adoptive parents are not interested and don’t want Chung to embark on the search of her birth parents.
When Chung was at the age of 26, she became pregnant and faced the challenge of knowing her history. It is during this time that she actually gained the inner resolve to reach out, partly with the need to get access of her medical history, and also she needed to give her children their account, this was different to her as she did not have. 
When Chung connected with her family by the help of an intermediary, it becomes more complicated than she could imagine. She comes to know that she has siblings who do not know about her existence and had believed that she died at birth. Her parents give Chung conflicting stories as to why they gave her away to be adopted. The writer of the book states that she wondered if non- taken people could appreciate what an incredible gift they had, to possess a history, especially the history of one’s birth. This was after she had met her birth family.
Nicole Chung exhaustively describes how people that are adopted tend to turn in their inward, explicitly looking for fault rather than blaming their birth parents for their decisions of neglecting their children for adoption. Does she post in her book by asking hard questions such as “if it was something they did as babies? Something one lacked that made them more accessible and possible to part with?” Nicole believes that it is essential for an adoptee to appreciate that actually, she was worthy of memory and that her birth parents still cared. And in fact, adoption was not her fault.
Adopted children at times, feel deficient. This scenario is brought about vividly when a boy at Nicole Chung's school, assertively tells her that “her birth parents had given her away because she was so ugly”. This act of cruelty leads to something very precious inside her being broken and begins to have the belief that she cannot trust anyone. During the time that Nicole is still in school, some unmannered children bully her for the mere fact of being Asian and different. This acts Chung to retreat into her inner world of imagination and to engage in book writing to get consolation.
Chung talks about her desire to finding adoption stories that she could be able to relate to as an adoptee. It is this desire that leads to Nicole Chung, discovering that there are very few stories that feature a typically heartwarming ending and the kind of adoption stories that people wanted to experience. Chung tries as possible to counterbalance the prevalent narrative and shows multiple facets surrounding adoption that is what it has taken away and what it has given. The writer is successful in most parts of teaching the excellent adoptee that had been lost and then later on found (Kimberly & Moore, 2015).
The writer of the book All You Can Ever Know brings out extensively the challenge of racism that an adopted child can face in America. She pens down that she usually became lonely while in school because of the racism and stereotyping she went through; this was going on even though she had a caring mother and a friendly father. Her caring father would console her whenever she had faced racism in school. She writes that her father liked to answer her nosy questions by simply telling Chung that if one put a Pole and Hungarian together, one ends up getting a Korean, her foster father would even pose the question after explaining this; “where do you think they all came from?” 
The explanation of Chung's foster father vividly affirmed to Chung that all members of humanity have a common origin. To Chung, she had no specific language to equate racism with. She saw racism as marches and fire hoses.
Chung’s work is a continuation of novels such as Rumman Alam’s That Kind Of a Mother, which examines the complicated dynamics of adoptive families together with interracial families.
The memoir of Chung conjures the pain of interrupted relations, and the book gets its strength in the sense that it is relatable whereby the reader can easily relate the happenings in the memoir and real-life space. For instance, she explains why conceiving a baby mattered to her; she writes that “I would not be alone anymore (Crouch et al., 2014). There would be someone who was connected to me in a way no one else had ever been". Such an insight is not a surprise, but in a real sense, they confirm what a reader may comprehend and approve of them to be true. The story explores the everyday experiences of an adopted child. The writer invites the reader to decry with herself to conceive of herself as a kindred space.
With warmth, Chung tells of her search for the actual people that gave her up; this surprisingly coincided with her giving birth to her child. This is a moving chronicle of surprising connections and the consequences of uncovering painful family secrets. The book resonates with anyone who is in the quest of understanding their history about where they belong. The story gives significant emphasis about someone knowing about their origin and where they come from. 
In conclusion, the writer tries to show her readers that “it is very substantial for one to have a proper understanding of their history” (Barth, 2017). Throughout the book, the writer echoes the sentiments of a coloured race in the midst of racist. To a great extent, the writer helps the reader to emote feelings of empathy on a person that has passed through racial segregation. In one instance, the schoolmates of Chung had erroneously blamed her for being an adopted child because she was ugly. This experience tends to make the readers feel for Chung (March & Miall, 2000). Therefore, the gripping story of Chung journey to connect with her birth parents and, later, the sisters she never knew since then explores issues of identity, racism, motherhood, and sisterhood with eloquence and grace.
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